
 
 
An offense is a wrong or a perceived wrong that we experience. We live in an age in which people get offended 

all the time by how they are treated as customers, offended by people who believe different things and get 

offended because we really are hurt by other people’s words and actions. 

 

Offenses are inevitable. They can also be a trap that leaves us in a cloud of hurt, anger, outrage, jealousy, 

resentment, hatred, ENTITLEMENT and probably most common of all BITTERNESS. 

 

Living in offense keeps us from living joyfully the life we want to live. To live the life God wants us to live we 

must learn to avoid the bait, the trap of being offended. 
 

 
 
READINGS: John 2:13-25 & 21: 9-19, 
 
TOPIC:  When we are offended by the truth 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
There is a problem in our culture: everything is so diplomatic, and you must not offend.  Our feelings 
deceive us.  Do we shut it down?  If so, how?   
 
Jesus offended people all the time and knew it. He even said, “Blessed is he who takes no offense.” 
In the Gospel, Jesus cleanses the Temple and overturns the tables. He does this knowing that he is 
challenging the stewards of the Temple and that it will offend them. If we live a life purpose and 

 



 
direction and work to accomplish others, we will offend other people. They will not like our choices 
and decisions. In this message we will lay out what we should do when we offend others. 
 

1. Jesus overturns the money changers 
2. Times when we should be offended 
3. Jesus is very offended; takes personally what is going on 
4. Offended for his heavenly Father 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

- What are some ways that Jesus was offensive?  
- Why do you think that Jesus and the cross are still offensive to some people? What about 

Jesus offends you?  
- Name a time when someone gave you some feedback or criticism that offended you. Why 

was it offensive?  
- Talk about a time that you were challenged to the point of being offended when someone 

corrected you regarding your faith (a message, a Small Group message, your Small Group)  
- On a scale from one to ten, how good are you at receiving feedback?  
- Read John 21: 9-19. Why would Peter be offended?  
- What qualities did Peter have that allowed him to let go of the offense and move forward 

with his mission?  
- What qualities can we develop so that we can move forward with criticism and use it for our 

good?  
 
 
 
 

“I will rebuild you, my dear children Israel, so that you will once again be built up.  Once again you will 

take up the tambourine and join in the happy throng of dancers.”  -Jeremiah 31:4 


