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Father Scott’s Sharing Spot
A Message from

 Father Scott VanDerveer, 
Pastor at St. Mary’s Church

God First. Loving Others. Making Disciples.

Dear Parish Family,

In our continuing series on the Four Pillars of Catholic Social Teaching, we now come to a 
lesser-known but vitally important principle: subsidiarity. The word may be unfamiliar, but the 
concept is deeply intuitive—and profoundly Catholic.

The principle of subsidiarity holds that decisions should be made at the most local, competent level 
possible. It’s a way of organizing society that respects the dignity of each person by empowering 
families, communities, and institutions to take responsibility for their own lives. It encourages larger 
organizations—whether governments, corporations, or even churches—not to take over what 
individuals and local groups can do for themselves.

Why is this so important? Because it respects human dignity. Subsidiarity says: You are capable. 
You are needed. You have a voice. Whether it’s a parent guiding their child, a neighborhood 
organizing for safety, or a parish planning its ministries—those closest to the situation are usually 
best equipped to understand it and respond wisely.

When subsidiarity is ignored, people feel powerless. But when it’s embraced, people are energized 
and engaged. That’s why we encourage lay leadership in our committees and ministries. It’s why we 
trust parents to be the first teachers of their children. And it’s why we listen to the lived experiences 
of those affected by poverty, illness, or discrimination—instead of assuming others know best.

But subsidiarity isn’t about individualism. It doesn’t mean “everyone for themselves.” In fact, it needs 
to be balanced by the principle of solidarity—the idea that we belong to one another and must 
support each other, especially the weak and vulnerable. Without solid arity, subsidiarity can devolve 
into neglect. But without subsidiarity, solidarity can become smothering and impersonal.

So, how can we live subsidiarity in our daily lives?
● Encourage your children or grandchildren to take ownership of their

responsibilities.
● Participate in local government and civic meetings and town halls.
● Listen to the insights of those closest to the issues—even when their perspective

differs from your own.
● At St. Mary’s, consider joining or proposing a ministry that responds to a real

need you see in our community.

This week, ask yourself: Am I giving others the freedom and trust to act? Am I stepping up when I 
have the gifts to help? When subsidiarity is lived well, it builds confident individuals and strong 
communities, all rooted in human dignity.

Next week, we’ll explore the final pillar: solidarity—the virtue that binds us together as one human 
family and reminds us that we’re never alone in our struggles.

Faithfully,



Please submit parish announcements for future bulletins 2 weeks in advance to
 Amanda Jansen - Communications Coordinator at ajansen@stmarysglensfalls.org







 

 

            

 

 
     

  

Weekly Report
GIVING at ST. MARY’S

   
 Candle - $186.91
 Catholic Home Mission -  $338.75
     

     MASS ATTENDANCE

Cash $3,308.75
Envelopes $4,409.00
E-giving $3,611..00
Total Offertory $11,328.75

Saturday 4:00 pm 223 
Sunday 8:30 am 262
Sunday 11:15 am 293
Total In-person: 778

Mass Intentions
 September 6th - September 14th

Saturday, September 6th   - 4:00 PM Mass
❖John and Norma Hewitt by Barbara and Brian
❖Al and Teresa Delgaudio by Family
❖Helen Gorham by Dolores Schiavoni
❖John and Alex Prevost by Tim and Pearl Florick

Sunday, September 7th - 23rd in Ordinary Time
8:30 am Mass
❖Lucille and Roland Gordon by Grandchildren
❖Genevieve and Richard Rainville by Grandchildren
❖Michael Sommo by Louise Sommo
❖Edward and Catherine Murphy by Grandchildren

11:15 am Mass
❖Georgette and Edward Fitzgerald by Norine Wilson
❖Victoria Solis by Family
❖Francis T. Collins by Eileen and  Family
❖Michael Darnell Brittin by Peter and Susan Brittin

Wednesday, September 10th - 12:10 PM Mass
❖Patty Spagnoulo by Maria Polidore and Family
❖Josephine Pimpinella by Maria Polidore and Family

Thursday, September 11th -  12:10 PM  Mass
❖Martha Allinder by Vickie Agresta
❖Helen Fountaine by the Callahan Family

Saturday, September 13th   - 4:00 PM Mass
❖William J. and Jean W. Harris by Family
❖Emidio, Henrietta, and Anthony Papa by Mary Ann and 

Stan Wood
❖Helen Fountaine (Anniversary) by Beth Krug
❖Frances DelSignore by Patti and Rocky Denino

Sunday, September 14th - 24th in Ordinary Time
8:30 am Mass
❖Living and Deceased Members of the O'Brien Family by 

Friends and Family
❖Marilyn White by Corbett Family
❖Margaret and George Tupper by Family
❖Grace Wolff by Armando Perez

11:15 am Mass
❖Joe Cervera (90th Birthday 9/17)  by Terry and Dan 

Hickey 
❖Katherine Maziejka by Laurie and JoAnn
❖Ellen Kelly by Joan and John Lemery and family
❖Maribel Franco by The DelSignore Family

August 30th & 31st

Cold Cereal
Rice Packets

Soup
Spaghetti Sauce
Peanut Butter

Crackers
Thanks to your continuing 

generosity, in August we were able 
to provide food for 666 people in 270 

families! 



747-9266
82 Broadway
Ft. Edward

638-8216
123 Main St.

Argyle

745-8116
136 Main St.

So. Glens Falls
mbkilmer@kilmerfuneralhome.com

www.kilmerfuneralhome.com

1-800-598-7684

Plumbing ● Heating ● Air 
Conditioning ● Attic Insulation

518-792-7114
www.jackhallplumbing.com

Your AD Here! Email: 
ajansen@stmarysglensfalls.org

Your AD Here! Email: 
ajansen@stmarysglensfalls.org

mailto:mbkilmer@kilmerfuneralhome.com


Support our advertisers! The St. Mary’s logos indicate
parishioner owned businesses.

Advertise your business in the weekly St. Mary’s bulletin!
• Various sized ads at affordable rates
• 100% of advertising fees support the church

For more information contact Amanda Jansen:
ajansen@stmarysglensfalls.org

Grand Master
Shane Murray

9B Shippey St.
Glens Falls

Self defense for Adults & Teens

518-812-1992
murrayswol.com

Michael S. Borgos, Esq.  mborgos@bordellaw.com
Mark S. Del Signore, Esq. mdelsignore@bordellaw.com 
518.793.4900    82 Glenwood Ave., Queensbury, NY  12804

Roofing⬩ Vinyl Siding⬩ Windows⬩ 
Flooring⬩Bathroom Renovations

Carpet, Hardwood, Laminate, Vinyl
homeimprovementgallery@gmail.com

                     (518) 745-5097
                       

Jayne M. Van Schaick D.D.S.
518-747-4477

39 MAPLE STREET
HUDSON FALLS

Office Hours By Appointment

Thank you for supporting the  Sprinkles/ SMA ice 
cream  fundraiser - Grand total raised $3,135! 

 

518-798-3348
74 Hudson Ave., Glens Falls

Your AD 
Here! 
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