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Father Scott’s Sharing Spot
A Message from

 Father Scott VanDerveer, 
Pastor at St. Mary’s Church

God First. Loving Others. Making Disciples.

Dear Parish Family,

I wanted to spend the weeks leading up to our annual celebration of All Saints and All Souls writing a bit 
about one of the most beautiful parts of being Catholic – when we gather to commend a loved one to the 
mercy of God.

The loss of a loved one is one of the hardest moments in life. In the swirl of emotions, it can feel overwhelming 
to know what to do first. The good news is that you are not alone. The Church, along with the funeral home, 
walks closely with families to guide each step.

Who to call first
When a death occurs, the first practical call is usually to the funeral home. Funeral directors know how to 
handle the immediate logistics, whether the death happens at home, in the hospital, or in a nursing facility. 
One of their very first questions will be: “What church will you be working with?” This is where you simply give 
the name of your parish. From there, the funeral home and parish staff work together to coordinate dates, 
times, and details.

The parish’s role
As soon as we receive word, our parish reaches out to support you. We schedule a meeting with your 
family—usually within a day or two—to plan the funeral liturgy and to surround you with the care of the 
Church.

The planning meeting
This meeting is gentle and conversational. Two things happen at once:
1. Support – We begin by offering compassion, listening to stories about your loved
one, and getting to know the person you are grieving. This is not just “planning
paperwork”—it’s a moment to share and remember together.
2. Liturgical Planning – We guide you through the choices for the funeral service:
readings from Scripture, hymns, and the participation of family and friends. Some
families come with clear preferences; others feel too burdened to make
decisions. Both approaches are welcome. If you prefer, the parish is happy to select everything for you. 
The important thing is that the funeral truly honors your loved one and brings peace to your family.

The roles of family and friends
Families often like to include children, grandchildren, or close friends in the funeral Mass. They may read the 
Scripture passages, bring up the gifts of bread and wine, or offer the prayers of intercession. These small acts 
of participation can mean a great deal, but they are always optional. If no one feels able to take on a role, 
parish volunteers step in with love.

The gift of being carried
In a time of grief, even simple decisions can feel like too much. That is why the parish offers both guidance 
and freedom: you are invited to personalize the liturgy, but never pressured. If you only want to say, “Father, 
please just do what you think is best,” that is perfectly acceptable.

The Catholic funeral is a work of love carried out by the whole community. You do not have to walk this path 
alone.

In solidarity and with love,



Please submit parish announcements for future bulletins 2 weeks in advance to
 Amanda Jansen - Communications Coordinator at ajansen@stmarysglensfalls.org

Gala Tickets on sale now!!

Come to the welcome 
desk or the rectory! 

$125 per ticket
Only around 50 tickets left!  



This fall we are introducing a group 
especially for moms at St. Mary’s. It will be 
a virtual group, meeting 1-2 times a month, 

to help us ladies connect, find strength, 
and support in each other and Holy 

Mother Church as we work in the trenches 
of daily life. Most importantly, we will take 

the time to care for ourselves and grow 
into the wonderful women God has created 
us to be. Through His light and grace we 

will find peace, friendship, and joy that will 
bolster us! 

First meeting: November 13th 
6:30-7:30pm

If you are interested in joining us, sign up 
at the Welcome Desk or email 

dsteves@stmarysglensfalls.org. Welcome, 
Mama, you are loved!  

Calling All Mama’s! 

Hometown Thanksgiving!
“A Community Dinner for All”

Location: Christ Church United Methodist
54 Bay Street in Glens Falls

Date: Thanksgiving Day 
Time: 12 - 2pm

If you would like to volunteer contact 
hometownthanksgiving@gmail.com
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Weekly Report
GIVING at ST. MARY’S

   
 Candle - $136.58        Fuel - $742.25
 Food Pantry - $600    
 Renovations - $511 
     MASS ATTENDANCE

Cash $3,214.89
Envelopes $3,324.00
E-giving $8,952.67
Total Offertory $16,831.87

Saturday 4:00 pm 226 
Sunday 8:30 am 296
Sunday 11:15 am 311
Total In-person: 833

Mass Intentions

 October 25th- November 2nd

Saturday, October 25th   - 4:00 PM Mass
❖Daniel Johnson (Birthday) by Maureen and Family
❖Mary and  Lilbern Yandon by Yandon Family 
❖Mary M. Rooker by the Leone Family
❖Mary Poczobut by Patti Carte

Sunday, October 26th - 30th in Ordinary Time
8:30 am Mass
❖Living and Deceased Members of the Bannon Family by 

Family
❖Living and Deceased Members of the Robinson Family by 

Michael and Joe Robinson
❖Living and Deceased Members of the Farrington Family 

by Family
❖W. Norman Charles by Family

11:15 am Mass
❖Kenneth Erminger by Seale Family
❖Barbara Colvin by Anne and Peter Powers
❖Ralph G. Salem, Jr. by The Bolen Family
❖Anne Hodge by Family

Wednesday, October 29th - 12:10 Mass
❖Anthony J O'Connor by Family
❖Carl Ross by the Kuhn Family

Thursday, October 30th -  12:10  Mass
❖Mary Sullivan by Jo Kaczmarek

Saturday, November 1st   - 4:00 PM Mass
❖Perry H Lowell by Joan Glode Lowell and Family
❖Sherry Madison by husband, Tom and Family
❖John Greenslade by Family
❖Michael Ross by Jackie and Pete Mead

Sunday, November 2nd - 31st in Ordinary Time
8:30 am Mass
❖Harry G., Jenny V., and Harry J. (Buddy) LaPoint by Family
❖Harrison Freer by Thursday Night Small Groups
❖Ellen D. Smith by Mr. and Mrs. David Smith and Family
❖Jim and Elaine Kane by Louise Sommo

11:15 am Mass
❖Sharon Hickey Wright by Wendy Ashe
❖Darlene Ricard by Louis Ricard
❖Charlotte Potvin by Kate Hogan, Kevin Bruen, and Family
❖Ken Ermiger by Seale Family

October 18th & 19th

Evaporated Milk 
Toothpaste

Spaghetti Sauce
Tuna

Mac - N - Cheese
Spaghettios/ Ravioli

Many thanks for your continuing 
generosity!



747-9266
82 Broadway
Ft. Edward

638-8216
123 Main St.

Argyle

745-8116
136 Main St.

So. Glens Falls
mbkilmer@kilmerfuneralhome.com

www.kilmerfuneralhome.com

1-800-598-7684

Plumbing ● Heating ● Air 
Conditioning ● Attic Insulation

518-792-7114
www.jackhallplumbing.com

mailto:mbkilmer@kilmerfuneralhome.com


Support our advertisers! The St. Mary’s logos indicate
parishioner owned businesses.

Advertise your business in the weekly St. Mary’s bulletin!
• Various sized ads at affordable rates
• 100% of advertising fees support the church

For more information contact Amanda Jansen:
ajansen@stmarysglensfalls.org

Grand Master
Shane Murray

9B Shippey St.
Glens Falls

Self defense for Adults & Teens

518-812-1992
murrayswol.com

Michael S. Borgos, Esq.  mborgos@bordellaw.com
Mark S. Del Signore, Esq. mdelsignore@bordellaw.com 
518.793.4900    82 Glenwood Ave., Queensbury, NY  12804

Roofing⬩ Vinyl Siding⬩ Windows⬩ 
Flooring⬩Bathroom Renovations

Carpet, Hardwood, Laminate, Vinyl
homeimprovementgallery@gmail.com

                     (518) 745-5097
                       

Jayne M. Van Schaick D.D.S.
518-747-4477

39 MAPLE STREET
HUDSON FALLS

Office Hours By Appointment

Closed for the Season! 
Thank you for a great year! 

518-798-3348
74 Hudson Ave., Glens Falls

Your AD 
Here! 
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